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One of the best kinds of manure is the urine of the cattle,
but this is usually lost by all except those who tether their
cattle in their fields, a custom which should be encouraged.
Those who for fear of thieves or for other good reason, keep
their cattle at home, should sprinkle earth on the floors of
their stables and yards. This will make the cattle more
comfortable and when it gets soaked with urine it must be
scraped up, taken to the fields for manure and replaced by
fresh earth.1
Barani soil must not, of course, be over-manured. It
must only have as much manure—properly rotted—as will
produce such crops as the rainfall is sufficient to bring to
maturity. Therefore the less the rainfall, the less the
manure required.
For manure pits see pp.  38-40, and p.  277  (1).
5. Good seed.2 The Agricultural Department has
evolved better varieties of seeds for many crops, particularly
wheat, rice, cotton and sugar-cane. The best general utility
wheat is 8-A; 9-D is very popular in submontane areas;
C-518 is for strong soils and first-class conditions : it gives
a magnificent yield, has a very strong stalk and is therefore
less apt to lodge. The latest and most promising variety
is C-591 which, incidentally, makes the best chapattis.
Every year fresh progress is being made, and, whether for
wheat or for any other crop, the cultivator should be con-
tinually consulting the Agricultural Department for new
1 Trenching is another way of using manure. A trench one yard
wide and twelve inches deep is dug and filled with rubbish and
sweepings. This is repeated all round the field, the earth from the
new trench being thrown on to the rubbish just laid down until
there is a continuous layer of manure buried a foot deep throughout
the field. This layer settles to a thickness of about an inch and
forms a ribbon of manure, too deep to be disturbed by the plough,
retaining moisture, renewing itself with the roots of the crops and
giving magnificent crops for very many years.
3 See pp. 277 (12), 283 (5, i), 289 (17).

